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SUBJECT: PEKING ATMOSPHERICS, SEPTEMBER 24 
REF: (A) PEKING 1801. (B) PEKING 1 3 

1 . SINCE ITS REOPENING TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC SEPTEMBER 
19, TIEN AN MEN SQAURE HAS BEEN A VERY BUY PLACE, 

BUT OVER-ALL THE ATMOSPHERE IS MORE CARNIVAL THAN 

FORMAL. THE SCENE DESCRIBED IN REFTEL BEFORE THE 
SQUARE WAS CLOSED OFF FOR THE OFFICIAL MOURNING, HAS BEEN 
CHANGED BY: 

-STILL LARGER CROWDS, INCLUDING MANY ORGANIZED 
SCHOOL-AGE YOUTH AND CHILDREN 

-THE STRUCTURES AND APPOINTMENTS INCLUDING WREATHS 
LEFT IN PLACDZAFTER THE SEPEMBER 18 MEMORIAL RALLY 
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-THE RETURN OF THE UMBRELLAS ALTERED COMMERCIAL 
PHOTOGRAPHY OPERATION AT THE SQUARE, WHOSE NORMALLY 
FLOURISHING BUSINESS HAS INCREASED SEVERAL FOLD 
AS INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS FLOCK TO HAVE THEMSELVES 
PHOTOGRAPHED AGAINST THE ALTERED TIEN AN MEN BACK- 
GROUND. MANY PEOPLE AND GROUPS BRING THEIR (RENTED 
OR PERSONALLY-OWNED) CAMERAS. 

-PLA EFFORTLESSLY KEEPING CROWDS SOUTH OF THE 

BRIDGES LEADING INTO TIEN AN MEN AND ALL ROADS 


RUNNING EAST AND WEST FROM THERE ALONG THE WHOLE 
WIDTH OF THE SQUARE; AND WIDELY SPACED PUBLIC 
SECURITY PERSONNEL AROUND THE SQUARE TRYING, MORE 
OR LESS FUTILELY, TO REGULATE CYCLISTS' ACCESS 
TO THE SQUARE. 

2. MANY GROUPS, ESPECIALLY HIGH-SCHOOL AND COLLEGE 
AGE YOUTH, HAVE BEEN HOLDING BRIEF CEREMONIES 
PLEDGING TO CARRY ON MAO'S CAUSE AS THEY LOOK 

UP AT HIS GIANT PORTRAIT ON TIEN EU MEN. THEY HAVE 
THEMSELVES PHOTOGRAPHED DOING THIS, WITH PROPERLY 
SOLEMN EXPRESSIONS. 

3. AROUND THE CITY FUNERAL DECORATIONS REMAIN UP. 
DESPITE INDICATIONS THAT OCTOBER 1, NATIONAL DAY, 

IS TO BE CELBRATED IN A VERY RESTRAINED MANNER, 
THERE IS THE USUAL PRE-HOLIDAY RUSH OF PEOPLE 
BUYING CANDY AND DELICACIES. 

4. SECURITY, ESPECIALLY AT NIGHZ IME, IS AT OR 

(IN SOME LOCAL VARAOWONS) SLIGHTLY ABOVE THE 
LEVEL OF RECENT MONTHS. 

5. OUTSIDE OF THE PEOPLE'S DAILY OFFICE, THE 
DISPLAY CASES NOW CONTAIN, IN ADDITION 

TO A COMPLETE SERIES OF PHOTOS OF MAO FROM YOUTH 
TO THE 10TH PARTY CONGRESS IN 1973 (INCLUDING 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 PEKING 01918 250100Z 


THE LUSHAN MOUNTAIN SCENE SNAPPED BY CHIANG 
CHING), PICTURES SNAPPED AT THE SEPTEMBER 
MEMORIAL CEREMONY AT TIEN AN MEN. THESE HIGHLIGHT 
NATIONAL GRIEF, NOT A SUCCESSOR LEADERSHIP 
GENERATION. LONG-DISTANCE SHOT OF THE NATIONAL 
LEADERSHIP-NOT OF HUA ALONE OR HUA AND WANG 
HUNG- WEN AS IN THE TELEVISED COVERAGE- ARE 
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DISPLAYED ALONGSIDE CLOSEUPS OF MINORITY NATIONAL- 
ITIES, WORKERS, LITTLE RED GUARDS, AND SOLDIAXUAN 
FISTS CLENCHED AND TEARS STREAMING DOLN THEIR FACES, 

WORDLESSLY SWEARING TO CARRY ON THE "CAUSE LEFT 
BEHIND BY CHAIRMAN MAO." 
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